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Hapavoun Hayiocvon, POwortwpo 2010: -

Mepiinyn copnepacpaTOV TPOYPARRATOS TAPOKOAOVONGNG TOV
IItyvoioykov Xvvééopov Kvmpov

1.

To kabiepopévo, cuatnuatikd tpdypappe tov Itmvoloykod Zvvdécuov ya
napoakorlovOnon g topdvoung mayidevong tovAdv, cuveyiotke yia 9° cuveyduevo
DOwoOTOPO pe KoTaypapég mediov petatd 31 Adyovstov kot 8 NoéuPprov 2010. Ora ta
OTOl(EL0 TOV GLYKEVIPOONKAY ad TNV EKTAIOEVUEVT] OUASH KATAYPAUPTS 600KV OUECSMG
OTIG OPUOSIES Py EC.

H ewova mov mpokdatel amd to pOvoémmwpo tov 2010 givar po e1kdVo 0IKOAOYIKAG
KOTAGTPOPNG LLE TNV TAYIOELGT TOVALDV GE EMIMESO YMPIC TPOTYOVLEVO KATE, TNV TEAELTALN
dexoetio. Ta eninedo Tayidevong mopauévouy akoun YapmAdtepo amd OTL NTaV KATd T
dexoetion Tov 1990, aALd avTd dev PUTOPEL VoL KPOYEL TO YEYOVOS OTL BPICKOUAGTE TP
OVTILETOTOL [IE 10l EMETYOVGN KOTAGTAOT).

H xataypagég deiyvouv o avénon 75% ot ypnon diyytvmv kot pe avénon 89% oty
xpnon EO6Pepywv, o cuyKpion pe To Phvomwpo tov 2009. Ta phvomwpvd emimeda
Tory1dEVOoTG SElYVOUV avOdIKN TAGT €6M Kol TEGGEPX YPOHVIQL.

Ta vyNAOTEPQ TOCOGTA TAYIdEVOTG E6M KOL EVVED YPOVIQ OTOTEAODY GOP0p1| OmoTVYio €K
Hépovg T000 g Kvmpov 660 kot e Bpetaviag (ta enineda xprong diytvdv oTig
Bpetavikéc Baoeig Askéhetog Ntov TéEvTe popic vynAdtepo omd 6 Tt 6t Anpokpartio to
dOwommpo tov 2010). Qg kpatn péEAN g EE, kat o1 600 yopeg Exovv Eekabapeg
vroypemacel; Bdon g odnyiag g EE yua ta mtnva (2009/147/EK, nponv 79/409/EOK) Y
TNV TPOGTUGIO T®V TINVOV Kol 1010{TEPO TOV ATOOT|UNTIK®Y TTNVOV.

O ITmvoioywkdg ektipd 0TL spayldomray 1.4 exatoppdpia dyplo tovid to POwvoOT®po
tov 2010 otnv meproyn g EAevBepnc Appoydotov kKot 6t Adpvaka, KATL Tov amoTelel
O1KOAOYIKT KOTOGTPOOPT] Kol KaBOAN amapadEKT KATAOTAOT), EWO01KE OTOV AGPOVLE VTTOYT
TO [N EMAEKTIKO YopaKTpa TNG Tayidevons. Ot maydevtég kepdilovv eKOTOVTAdES YIMADES
EVPM OO TNV TAPAVOUN TOANOT] AUTEAOTOVALDY.

H Kbmpog €xer olMobnoel coPapd oty pdyn evavTio oTny Topavoun toyidgevoT mou
StoKvOLVeDEL TOALG €101 LE UM EVVOTKO KOOEGTMG SLOTNPNONG, KUPIOE LETUVACTEVTIKA.

AvT1 1 KOTAGTAOT) TPETEL VO, AVTLETOTIGTEL EMELYOVTMOG OO TIC KPOATIKES 0Py EG UE TNV
EKTTOVNOT GLYKEKPIUEVOD KO GTOYXEVUEVOD OXEOI0V OPACTG Y10l GUEST] AVTIGTPOPT TNG
KOTAGTAOTG.

‘Evog Pacikdg Topéac TpotepatdTnTos Yo dpact mitoéng Eival To EGTINTOPLO TTOV

ouvveyilovv vo TapEYouV To OIKOVOUIKE KIvTpa Y10, TV Tayidevon oepPipovtag
apmelonovAle. H oyxetiknm épodog g Actuvopiog Kompov og Ayio Ocddmpo kot
Xopoxottia 6tng 20 OktoPpiov amoTEAEL Piot KOAY apyH OE QUTN TN <UAYT».

[Mpotepardmra mpénel eniong vo do0el otV oOENGT TOL SVVOLIKOD TOV apY®V TATOENG Kot
oTNV oAy VOOTPOTIG TOL KOWOU GE GYEGT] LE TNV TOYIOELOT KO TV KOTAVAAMOT)
Ao UNTIKOV Kol GAA®V movAmv. H cagn kot EekdBapn kotadikn g mayidevong and
Y7rovpyobg kat GAALOVE VYMAG 16TapEVOVS Bo uTopovcE Vo, aAAGEEL TOAAG 0G0 0popa TNV
onuoca yvoun aAld kol va evBappuvel Ta Atkaotiplo va eTPAAovV emTELOVG
OTOTPENTIKEG TOWVEG Y10 OGOVG KOTAdIKALOVTOL Y10 Tapdvoun Tayidevuon 1 Tpospopd
TOVAM®V, GUUTEPTAAUPAVOUEVTG KO TNG TOVAG (PLAGKIONG.

Autumn 2010 Cyprus Bird Trapping Surveillance report 2



Report Summary

1. BirdLife Cyprus’s monitoring of illegal bird trapping activities continued into the 9%
year with data gathered systematically in the field (31* August — 8" November 2010) by a
trained team of surveyors. All evidence of trapping was passed to the relevant
enforcement authorities.

2. The picture emerging from autumn 2010 is one of a bird trapping disaster on a scale
unseen since BirdLife’s monitoring work began almost 10 years ago. Trapping levels
may still be lower than in the 1990s, but this cannot hide the fact that we are now faced
with a conservation emergency in Cyprus.

3. A 75% increase in mist net use and an 89% increase in limestick setting compared to
autumn 2009 are simply unacceptable. Autumn trapping levels have been on a general
upward trend for four years now.

4. A nine-year high in mist netting activity represents a serious failure on the part of both
Cyprus and the UK (mist netting levels were five times higher in the Dhekelia Sovereign
Base Area than in Republic areas). As EU Member States, both have obligations under
the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, ex 79/409/EEC) to protect birds, and migrant birds in
particular.

5. The estimated toll of around 1.4 million birds within the Famagusta and Larnaca
districts represents an ecological disaster, especially when the non-selective nature of
trapping is taken into account. Trappers are making hundreds of thousands of Euros by
selling blackcaps and other birds to be served up as illegal, expensive ambelopoulia
delicacies.

6. Cyprus has now lost serious ground in the battle against bird trapping, an illegal and
indiscriminate practice that threatens many bird species of conservation concern,
migrants especially.

7. This situation must be addressed, with urgency and through the state authorities
drawing up targeted action plans and allocating additional resources to reversing this
situation.

8. A priority area for enforcement action remains the restaurants providing the economic
impetus for trapping by buying and serving ambelopoulia. The Cyprus Police operation
of October 20t represents a good start in this battle.

9. Priority must also be given to increasing enforcement resources on the ground and
changing public attitudes to trapping and eating ambelopoulia. Clear condemnations of
trapping from Ministers and other key decision-makers and opinion-formers could go a
long way towards achieving a shift in public attitude. Such statements could also serve
to impress upon judges the seriousness of trapping offences, leading to the imposition
of deterrent penalties for those convicted, including jail sentences.

Autumn 2010 Cyprus Bird Trapping Surveillance report 3



1. Introduction

1.1. Background

Bird trapping in Cyprus is an indiscriminate and illegal practice that threatens many bird species
of conservation priority for the EU. The trappers are mainly after migrant Blackcaps (Sylvia
atricapilla) and other small songbirds for home consumption or to be served as expensive
ambelopoulia delicacies in local restaurants. Many ‘non-target’ birds are known to die in the mist
nets and on the limesticks trappers use. Among these are shrikes, owls, flycatchers and the
endemic Cyprus Warbler Sylvia melanothorax and Cyprus Wheatear Oenanthe cypriaca. In all, some
122 species ! are known to be vulnerable to trapping and 57 of these are either listed in Annex 1 of
the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, former 79/409/EEC) or classified as Species of European
Conservation Concern (SPECs) by BirdLife International, or both.

Most of the affected species are migrants using Cyprus as a stop-over or wintering site during
migration between Europe and the Middle East and Africa. Trapping activity is concentrated in
the autumn season, when the largest numbers of birds pass through the Island. Autumn migrants
are also more attractive to trappers because they carry more fat reserves in preparation for their
trans-Mediterranean flight to Africa. Trappers are however also active during the spring and
winter seasons. Financial gain is the main motivation for illegal trapping and determined poachers
can make thousands of Euros a year by selling ambelopoulia for home or restaurant consumption.

Mist nets can generally catch many more birds than limesticks, though experienced limestick
users, with expert knowledge of how to prune trees or bushes for optimum placement of the glue
sticks, can probably catch as many birds as a mist net users. The catch is significantly increased by
the now widespread use of tape lures, which draw migrants into areas set with nets or sticks. Mist
net use became widespread in the 1980s, while the extensive use of tape lures began in the 1990s.
Nets are often erected in established plantations of citrus, olives, figs or other fruit trees. In other
cases, however, large areas of land have been planted with non-native acacia bushes specifically in
order to create good bird trapping habitat. Cape Pyla, in the Eastern British Sovereign Base area
(ESBA), is the most obvious example of extensive habitat management for trapping.

Though bird trapping has been illegal in Cyprus for over 30 years, the practice was widespread
and largely blatant prior to a clampdown by authorities in the new millennium.

Trapping has become increasingly covert in recent years in response to increased enforcement. It
is generally acknowledged that the remaining trappers are a hard-core of well-organised and often
ruthless criminals.

In the autumn of 2002, concerns about the conservation impact of bird trapping in Cyprus led the
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (the RSPB, BirdLife in the UK) and BirdLife Cyprus
(BirdLife in Cyprus) to launch a groundbreaking joint project to monitor the illegal activity.
Monitoring has subsequently been carried out every spring and autumn season, and since 2007 in
winter as well. The target is to produce accurate reports on this issue and arrive at reliable
estimates, relative to previous seasons, of levels of illegal trapping.

1 See Magnin’s 1986 report to the ICBP.
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1.2. Autumn 2010 surveillance

The autumn 2010 Cyprus bird trapping surveillance project began on 31¢ August and ended on 8"
November (inclusive). Two trained observers carried out field investigations aimed at monitoring
illegal bird trapping activity.

The monitoring is concentrated in the two main trapping areas on the Island, the SE corner of the
island: covering Paralimni, Ayia Napa, Cape Greco and Cape Pyla in the Famagusta and Eastern
Larnaca Districts, and the Ayios Theodoros and Maroni valleys west of Larnaca.

The project was, as in previous seasons, undertaken with the close co-operation of the authorities
in the Republic of Cyprus (the Cyprus Game Fund Service and the Cyprus Police) and the British
Sovereign Base Areas (SBAs) - the SBA Police. On finding trapping evidence, the observers
immediately contacted the relevant enforcement authorities. The observers never confronted
suspected trappers and never removed trapping paraphernalia.

2. Field Survey Methods

2.1. Survey area and sampling strategy

The surveillance project began in 2002 with coverage of 60 sample squares (each 1x1 km) chosen at
random from within a 261 km? study area, which covered most of the Famagusta/E Larnaca area
and the Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area.

In 2005, the monitoring became more targeted, homing in on habitat suitable for trapping. Each 1
km square within the study area was classified as either a “possible bird trapping area’ or “unlikely
bird trapping area’ based solely on the presence or absence of vegetation suitable for setting of
limesticks or nets. Surveillance subsequently took place in “possible” squares only. Some 44 of the
original 60 sample squares were “possible bird trapping area’ squares under the new classification.
These 44 squares were kept, with another 16 new squares chosen randomly to bring the total
sample to 60 again.

In 2007, the survey area was expanded to cover 295 km? for Famagusta/E Larnaca area and 111 km?
for Ayios Theodoros — Maroni area (406 km? in total) after preliminary surveys in autumn 2006
found evidence of extensive trapping on the margins of the original survey areas. The sample size
was expanded to 100 squares (40 new squares were randomly chosen) to allow for this extension of
the survey areas.

The random selection of sample squares is stratified to ensure representative coverage of areas
under SBA, Republic and “joint” jurisdictions.
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Of the 436 1 km squares 2 in the expanded survey area, 301 are classified as “possible bird trapping
area’ squares. The 100 sample squares covered every autumn since 2007 thus represent just under
33% of the total suitable trapping area within the study sites.

This report looks at field data from the 100 sample squares covered since 2007 to identify short-
term trends and then uses data from the sub-sample of 44 squares covered every year since 2002 to
identify longer-term trends.

2.2. Survey Methods

Surveying consisted of systematically searching for evidence of illegal trapping activity in the 100
randomly selected 1km squares. The time taken to survey each square was recorded, as were
weather patterns and the presence or absence of large numbers of migrant birds.

For safety reasons (avoidance of possible confrontation with trappers) the observers did not go out
in the field at dawn, which is the main period of trapping activity, but carried out surveys between
09:00 and 17:00. Each sample square was surveyed only once each season, partly for safety reasons
(minimising the risk of the observers becoming known to trappers) and partly because repeat
sampling of each square has no particular value when it comes to analysis of the gathered data.

Opportunistic observations were conducted near to the edge of survey squares where there was a
higher probability of trapping.

2.2.1. Mist nets

The aim of the survey team was to record all direct and indirect evidence of mist net and tape lure
use. To achieve this, all habitat patches suitable for the setting of mist nets (i.e. all areas with
bushes and/or trees) within each sample square were searched.

The observers focus on identifying “active net rides’ — cleared corridors within vegetation prepared
for the setting of nets due to the change of the trapping habits of determined trappers. Trappers
rarely leave nets standing long after dawn. An experienced observer with the knowledge of
trapping habits and methods of trappers can easily identify prepared and active net rides, even in
the absence of nets.

The codes used for the various categories of mist net rides and for tape lure use are given below, as
are the codes used for recording the type of habitat where trapping activity is detected.

2 Note that not all 1 km squares within the survey areas contain a km? of land, as many are located along the coast and
cover expanses of sea. Therefore, the number of 1 km squares is higher than the total survey area in km2
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Key to survey codes used in field

Net code Habitat code Tape lure code
O -old ride A —acacia C - citrus P - tale lure present, playing
P —ride recently prepared E - eucalyptus F -fig L — loudspeakers present
ANN - active no nets present J — mulberry O -olive Y - tape lure present, not playing
AUN - active unset net present M - maquis P — pomegranate U - unknown
ASN - active set net present K - Carob Cy - cypress W — electrical wires associated with
IUN - inactive unset net present tape lures
B — car battery present

2.2.2. Limesticks

While the main effort of observers was to locate evidence of mist netting, all evidence of limestick
activity was also recorded. Limesticks are much harder to locate in the field than mist nets and are
often set in different habitat to mist nets. In addition, incidental evidence for limestick use is hard
to detect (though trees pruned to hold limesticks are readily identifiable). It is impractical to search
entire 1 km sample squares for limesticks due to the time consuming nature of the task. The
protocol was therefore for the observers to look out for limesticks while concentrating on
surveying for mist netting activity.
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3. Autumn 2010 Results

A full break-down of all the data recorded in the field in given in appendix I.

Overall, some 60% the 100 survey squares contained evidence of trapping activity in autumn 2010
(13% higher than in autumn 2009).

3.1. Mist nets

The survey team located a total of 5,407 metres of active net rides - a 75% increase on the
autumn of 2009, when just over 3,000 metres were located. This included 677 metres of in
situ nets (34 nets in total) — a 66% increase on autumn 2009, when 22 nets were found.

The increase identified in autumn 2010 is particularly alarming considering that the comparison is
with the autumn 2009 data, which in itself represented a significant rise (of 35%) compared to
autumn 2008 data.

The sharp increase in set nets in autumn 2010 suggests a reduced fear of enforcement action. A
further 260 metres of active net ride were located during opportunistic searches beyond the survey
squares.

The recent trend in average detected levels of autumn mist netting is shown below Figure 1.
Note the large increase in mist netting from 2009 to 2010.

Fig. 1. Recent trends in autumn mist netting
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Scaling up the total active net ride finds (5,407 m) on the basis of the proportion of “possible’
trapping squares that were surveyed (33% - see under ‘survey area’” above), suggests that over 16
km of net rides were active within the survey area as a whole during autumn 2010.
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This 16 km of prepared net ride could hold 1,333 12-metre nets, each capable of catching an
average of 20 birds a day®. If we take the autumn trapping season to be 60 days long (a
conservative estimate) and assume that prepared (P) rides (26.7% of the total located) were active
only every other day and active net rides (ANN, ASN and AUN - see under net codes on page 6)
every day, then we can estimate that 1,386,400 birds were caught in nets in the study areas during
the autumn of 2010.

An estimated 16 km of net rides were active in the Famagusta & Larnaca areas in autumn
2010, leading to the killing of an estimated 1,386,000 birds.

This toll is only an estimate and includes a number of assumptions, but the numbers of birds killed
is plainly unsustainable and unacceptable, especially when one considers that trapping is by no
means restricted to the study areas.

3.2. Limesticks

A total of 426 limesticks were located in the field in autumn 2010 — a massive (89%) increase
compared to autumn 2009. In addition to this, clear evidence of limestick-making or of trees
having been prepared to take sticks was found in 10 survey squares. An additional 25 limesticks
were located during opportunistic searches beyond the survey squares. The BirdLife surveillance
effort does not focus on finding limesticks and so our limestick count is invariably an
underestimate. Other observers active in the field, working with more of a focus on finding
limesticks, reported far more widespread use of limesticks in autumn 2010. For example, a joint
CABS/FoE team searching in broadly the same areas as BirdLife, reported finding 934 limesticks
between 26t September and 3™ October 2010 (according to relevant CABS/FoE press release).

Figure 2 (below) shows the recent trend in levels of autumn limestick use. There was a significant
jump in limestick use in 2010.

Fig. 2. Recent trends in autumn limestick setting
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3 See Magnin’s 1986 report to the ICBP
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3.3. Tape lures

Tape lure use was much more in evidence than in previous autumn surveys, with lures found in
operation in three squares and clear indications of lure use found in another two squares.

3.4. Fenced areas

Contrary to the pattern detected in recent years, 76% of active set nets were located out of fenced
areas whereas fenced areas only accounted for 24% of active set net rides. Notably, almost all in
situ set nets (26 of the 34 located: 76%) were also found in unfenced areas. For limesticks the
pattern was the same, nearly all finds (99%) being made in unfenced areas.

It is worth noting that 39 fenced areas within the 100 survey squares could not be fully
checked by the BirdLife survey team, which does not enter such enclosures. Some 22 of
these enclosures could not be checked at all. This is a likely serious source of
underestimate of trapping levels, as it is generally accepted that trapping is increasingly

carried out in enclosed areas.

The BirdLife field team again faced several aggressive encounters from suspected trappers during
their work (see appendix I for details). In fact, such encounters were increased compared to
previous seasons and trappers were often reported to confront not just the BirdLife survey team
but simple birdwatchers too, the usual challenge being something along the lines of “get off our
patch!” In general, survey squares could often not be searched fully because of aggressive behavior
from suspected trappers or, more frequently, simply because there were too many people present
in the survey squares. This hampered the survey effort.

Overall, the field evidence shows a sharp rise in trapping activity in autumn 2010.

3.5. Long-term trends in trapping activity

This section examines the longer-term trends in trapping, using the smaller sub-sample of data
taken from the 44 repeatedly surveyed squares. The full data sample of 100 squares is statistically
more reliable when looking at recent trends (Figures 1 and 2 in above section), but the data from
the 44 squares provide a good overall indication of the trends since monitoring began in 2002
(Figures 3, 4 below).

The long-term averages trend (see below, Figure 3) shows mist netting activity in autumn 2010
was the highest ever recorded in the 10-year BirdLife monitoring programme.
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Fig. 3. Long term trends in levels of autumn netting
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Figure 5 (below) shows how levels of mist netting over the nine-year survey period have varied
compared to pre-survey (1990s) levels. The data is taken from the 44 repeatedly surveyed squares,
for which a baseline (1990s) netting level is derived from the total of active and inactive (old) net
runs detected within these squares in the first (autumn 2002) survey, which was 6,817 metres of net
ride. The level of mist netting recorded in the field in autumn 2010 was almost 25% of the 1990s
baseline level (or 75% lower than in the 1990s, when, it should be stressed, anti-trapping
enforcement was very lax and trapping a near “free-for-all”).

Fig.5. Levels of autumn mist netting compared to the
1990s

30

24.6
25

®

20

15

10

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

TP OOS~SO™IQ VO~KTK 003 T WO SOT W'

Thanks to increased enforcement, mist net use remains much lower than it was in the trapping
‘heydays’ of the 1990s, when millions of birds were being killed every year. But the recent upsurge
(evident in both figure 5 and figure 1) means autumn mist netting levels hit a high in 2010 not seen
for almost a decade.

‘ Autumn mist netting activity hit a 9-year high in 2010.
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A 1990s baseline for limestick use is not available, so the equivalent of figure 5 cannot be
reproduced for this. Though limestick use has clearly dropped since the 1990s, there is, again, an
upsurge in evidence now. Figure 4 (below), shows how autumn limestick use has varied over the
period 2002-10. Levels are apparently reduced compared to 2002-3, but show a general upward

trend since 2007.
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Fig. 4. Long-term trends in autumn limestick setting
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3.6. Trapping levels under different jurisdictions

Figure 6 (below) shows (using data from all 100 survey squares) trapping levels under different
jurisdictions and in areas where the Republic and SBA jurisdictions meet (“joint” areas). Mist net
use is notably high in ‘joint” areas and alarmingly so in SBA areas.

Fig. 6. Trapping levels under different juristictions in autumn 2010
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Recorded netting activity in the Dhekelia SBA areas was five times higher than in
Republic areas during the autumn of 2010.

Figure 7 (next page) shows the recent trends in mist netting under different jurisdictions. The
trend has been an upward one in all areas, with a notable increase in SBA areas in 2010.
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Fig.7. Recent trend in autumn mist netting under
different jurisdictions
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3.7. Interactions with enforcement authorities

Presented in appendix Il is a log of the BirdLife survey team’s interactions with the enforcement
authorities, prepared by the field team leader. As already noted, all ‘finds’ of trapping equipment
are reported to the Republic of SBA authorities by the field team.

The log shows how cooperation with the SBA Police and Game Fund improved and grew as the
season progressed and resulted in seizures of trapping paraphernalia and even arrests of
suspected trappers (see entries in appendix II for 24 and 9t September and 7* October). However,
the log also records some failures on the part of the authorities: some of the information passed on
by the BirdLife field team was not immediately followed-up by the authorities.

3.8. Cyprus Police action against restaurants serving ambelopoulia

In the context of enforcement, it is relevant to note the Cyprus Police anti-trapping raid on the
villages of Ayios Theodoros and Choirokitia on 20 October 2010. The raid targeted the illegal
sale of ambelopoulia in restaurants in the villages and included searches of the homes of restaurant
owners. More than 4000 stored blackcaps and other protected birds were confiscated, as well as
nets, calling machines and limesticks, and a number of arrests made, though some of these related
to the violent reaction to the police operation from village residents, rather than to trapping per se.

The 20 October operation was the first coordinated action against restaurants illegally serving
trapped birds since 2005, and comes after consistent lobbying pressure for such action from
BirdLife Cyprus. The raid’s extensive finds of trapped birds illustrated the extent of the restaurant
problem, especially in well-known trapping ‘heartlands’ such as Ayios Theodoros and Choirokitia.
The raid drew a very negative reaction from the village community leaders, a section of MPs
known for their pro-trapping sentiments and sections of the media (though the general response
from the media was positive). BirdLife Cyprus urges the Cyprus Police to ignore the reactions of
the pro-trapping lobby and extend such necessary actions to other restaurants known to be
regularly serving trapped bird “delicacies”.
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4. Conclusions & Recommendations

Autumn 2010 was a bird trapping disaster on a scale unseen since BirdLife’s monitoring work
began almost 10 years ago. Trapping levels may still be lower than in the 1990s, but this cannot
hide the fact that we are now faced with a conservation emergency in Cyprus.

A 75% increase in mist net use and an 89% increase in limestick setting compared to autumn
2009 are unacceptable (especially considering that autumn 2009 levels represented a significant
increase on 2008 levels). Autumn trapping levels have been on a general upward trend for four years now
and the nine-year high in mist netting activity recorded in autumn 2010 represents a serious failure,
on the part of both Cyprus and the UK (mist netting levels were five times higher in the Dhekelia
Sovereign Base Area than in Republic areas). As EU Member States, both have obligations under
the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC, ex 79/409/EEC) to protect birds, and migrant birds in
particular.

The estimated toll of around 1.4 million birds within the Famagusta and Larnaca districts
represents an ecological disaster, especially when the non-selective nature of trapping is taken into
account.

This situation must be addressed, with urgency and through the state authorities drawing up
targeted action plans and allocating additional resources to reversing this situation. BirdLife
accepts that it may be impossible to completely stamp out bird trapping in Cyprus in the near
future (what with public demand for “forbidden” ambelopoulia delicacies remaining strong), but
we believe a target of reducing trapping levels to 2-3% of 1990s levels is feasible* (instead of the
unacceptable 25% that it is today), given the necessary political commitment.

A priority area for enforcement action remains the restaurants providing the economic impetus for
trapping by buying and serving ambelopoulia. The Cyprus Police operation of 20 October represents
a good start in this battle. But if the raids on Ayios Theodoros and Choirokitia are not followed up
with similar operations in other areas (and repeat raids in the same areas) then it is our belief that
the trapping fraternity will be encouraged rather than discouraged by the October Police action.
This because the negative reaction to the restaurant raids was so strong from some quarters (the
“usual suspects” among the island’s MPs, journalists and community leaders) that if the Police
now shy away from further action, the trappers and offending restaurateurs will feel they have
“won” the battle against enforcement and have increased “license” to continue with their
illegalities.

Priority must also be given to increasing enforcement resources on the ground and changing
public attitudes to trapping and to eating ambelopoulia. Clear condemnations of trapping — with a
focus on its ecological impact and the fact that the ‘market” is dominated by criminal gangs — from
Ministers and other key decision-makers and opinion-formers could go a long way towards
achieving a shift in public attitude. Such statements could also serve to impress upon judges the
seriousness of trapping offences, leading to the imposition of deterrent penalties for those
convicted, including jail sentences.

4 The 5% (of 1990s levels) mark was almost reached in autumn 2006
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The BirdLife monitoring effort must continue, for there is no sign of an immediate end to this
persistent and intractable conservation problem. Beyond this, an even greater focus must now be
put on lobbying and publicity actions by BirdLife, with the focus on changing public attitudes to
ambelopoulia-eating and thus denting the demand for trapped birds.
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